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Grade Level Examinations 

MUSIC 
(Vocal – Violin – Veena –Flute) 

 

 
 

The Annamalai University Grade Level Examinations (GLE) is designed to encourage young 

students to pursue their culture. In the 21st century, when the whole world is, as it were, at 
our finger tips,  we every so swiftly embrace the technology era; a motivational tool is 
needed to ensure preservation of our culture for posterity in its purest form, devoid of 
adulteration in view of the multi cultural reality in the various countries we now call home. 

 
With the Annamalai University GLE program, students have the opportunity to earn a certificate 
that is issued by a University and is recognized worldwide. It should be noted that the certificates 
are signed by the Dean of the faculty of Arts of the Annamalai Universioty, a position held by 
legendary Artistes in the field of Music /or Dance. 

 
The goal of Annamalai University is to make sure that each young student for the GLE program 
is given due encouragement and  a fair chance to excel;  Our children are not only the future, 
but also deemed the propagators of our culture for the future generations. 

 

 

Knowledge is the strongest weapon! 
Culture is the strongest character!
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Level 1 
 

 

khzth;fs; ftdj;jpw;F 

RUjpf;fhf jk;Guh my;yJ RUjpg;ngl;b gad;gLj;j Ntz;Lk;.  

,uhfq;fspd; MNuhfz mtNuhfzj;ijAk; mtwwpd; rhfpj;jpa fUj;jhf;fs; 
gw;wpAk; mwpe;jpUf;fNtz;Lk;. ,it gw;wp tha;nkhop tpdhf;fs; Nfl;fg;gLk;. 

,uz;lhk; juj;jpw;F Nkw;gl;l juj; Njh;Tfspd; NghJ khzth;fs; jhk; mkUk; 
Njh;Tf;F Kd;ida juq;fspy; ,Ue;Jk; Nrhjpf;fg;gLthh;fs;. 

Tambura or a Shuruthi Box must be used for Shruthi. 

Students should be conversant with the Aarohanam and Avarhonam of all the Ragas 

and the composers of the items. These items will be in the form of oral questions. 

From Level 2, Students will be tested in all previous Levels. 

  
 

SYLLABUS 
Grade Level Examination: MUSIC 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  For Level 1, students will be tested in practical only 
 

Practical 
 

1.   Swaravali Varisaigal 
2.   Jandai Varisaigal (5) 
3.   Hechusthayi Varisaigal 
4.   Sapthathala Alangarams (Any 3) 
5.   Thattu Varisai (2) 

 

The above listed varisaigals should be played or sung in ALL THREE (3) Kaalas (Tempo). 
 

 VOCAL INSTRUMENT 
1. Sanchari Geetham 2 1 
2. Thevaram 1 1 
3. Thirupugazh 1 1 
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Level 2 

Level 3 
 

 

 

   

 

 

For Level 2, students will be tested in practical only. 

In this Level, Students will be tested in Level One portions as well. 
 

Practical 

1.   Sapthathala Alangaram (4) 

2.   Janndai Varisaigal (5) 
3.   Thattu Varisaigal (2) 

The above listed varisaigals should be played or sung in ALL THREE (3) Kaalas (Tempo) 
 

 

 

4
. 

 

 

Swarajathi 
VOCAL 

1 
INSTRUMENTAL 

1 

5
. 
Sanchari Geetham 2 2 

6
. 
Aathithala Varnam (Thana Varnam) 1 1 

7
. 
Tamil Keerthanas 3 2 

8
. 
Thevaram 2 2 

9
. 
Thirupugazh 1 1 

1
0
. 

Nattupura Padal 1 1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Theory will be in the form of written exams 

Questions will also be based on the previous levels. Students should prepare for this 
exam using all previous levels 

Theory 
 

1. Explanation of the following: 

a) Nadham     b) Sruthi  
b) Swara Sthanam    c) Arohanam, Avarohanam  

d) Poorvangam, Uthrangam   e) Sthay – Three Levels  

2.   General explanation for Talam – Aksharam, Avarthanam, 3 Kalams (Speed), Sapta 

Talams 

3.   Definitions of the following: Geetham, Varnam, Swarajathi, Jathiswaram
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Practical 
 

 VOCAL INSTRUMENTAL 
1. Lukshana Geetham 1 1 
2. Thaana Varnam 1 1 
3. Jatheeswaram 1 1 

 

Sing or Play ALL the Ragams listed below in Keerthanas 
 

4. Mohanam, Hamsathvani, Aabogi 4 3 
 Suddhasaveri   

5. Thevaram 2 2 

6. Thiruvasagam 1 1 

7. Thirupugazh 2 1 

8. Bharathiyar Paadalgal 2 1 

    

 
 
 

Level 4 
 
 

 

Theory (Written Exam) 
 

1.   Explanation for the following: 
a)   Ada Tala Varnam               b)  Padavarnam 

c)   Kriti                                       d) Thevaram 

e)   Thirupugazh 
 

2.   Swara Tala Notation 
 

3. 
 

4.   Definitions of Talas and Edupus 
 

5.   Raga Lakshanas of the following: 
a)   Mayamalavagowla 

b)  Thodi 

c)   Karaharapriya 

d)  Sanakrabharanam 

e)   Mechakalyani 

f)   Kamavarthini 

g)   Harikambothi
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Practical 
 

 

 

1. 

 

 

Thaana Varnam 

 VOCAL 
2 

INSTRUMENTAL 
1 

2. Ragamaliga Varnam 1 1 
3. Patham (Thamil) 1 1 

4. Thevaram 2 2 
5. Thirupaavai (Aandaal) 1 1 
6. Thivya Prabantham (Aazhvargal) 1 1 

7. Thirupugazh 2 1 
8. Kaavadi Sinthu 1 1 

9.   Sing or Play all the Ragams listed below in Keerthanas 
 

Mathiyamavathi, Mayamalavagowla, Chakravaagam, Panthuvarali, Kalyani, 
Shankarabaranam 

 

Sub Practical 
 

1.   Swaravali Varisaigal 

2.   Jaanda Varisaigal (5) 

3.   Melsthayi Varisaigal 

4.   Alangarams (3) 

5.   Geetham (1) 
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Level 5 
 
 

Theory (Written Exam) 

1.   Explanation of Melakartha and Kadapayathi Sankya (Scheme) 

2.   Folk Music 

3.   Gaya Gunas and Dhoshas 

4.   Origin and development of Panns 

5.   Janaka, Janya Ragas 

6.   Comparisons of Natya Natakam (Dance Drama) and Isai Natakams (Music Opera) 

7.   Ragalakshanas:

a)   Bhairavi    b)  Arabhi 
c)   Madhyamavati  d)  Bilahari 

e)   Poorvakalyani   f)    Abhogi 
g)   Simednramadhyamam          h)  Malayamarutham 

 

8.   Life history and contribution of the following artistes:

a)   Thyagaraja    d)  PurantharaDasar  
b)  Muthuswami Dhikshithar   e)   Arunagirinathar  

c)   Syama Sastri 

 

PRACTICAL 

VOCAL   INSTRUMENTAL  
1. Thaana Varnam (2 Kalams – Speeds)        3      2  

2. Adathaala Varnam          1     1  

3. Raagamaliga Varnam          1     1  

4. Patha Varnam           1      1  

5. Patham            1     1  

6. Jaavali            1     1  

7. Thillana            1     1  

8. Bharathiyar Paadal          1     1  

9. Uththukaadu Vengadasuppiar Keerthanam       1     1  
 
Sing or Play all the Ragams listed below in Keerthanas  

10.  Poorvikalyani, Kaanada, Revathy,      10     8  
Shanmugapriya, Vasantha, Sahana,  
Kamaas, Saaranga, Reethigowlai, Sriranjani  

(Students should be able to sing in any 5 Ragas and Kalpana Swaras) 
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Sub Practical 
 

1.   Geetham (1) 

2.   Swarajathi or Jathiswaram (1) 

3.   Varnam (1) 

4.   Keerthanam (2) 

 

 
       
 
 

       Level 6 
 

 

     Theory (Written Exam) 
 

1.   Definitions of the following: 
a)   Vadhi, Samvadhi, Anuvadhi, Vivadhi Swaras and 22 Sruthis ` 

b)  Classification of Musical Instruments – Stringed, Wind and Percussion  

c)   Definition of Suddha Ragas, Chayalaka, Marga and Desi 

d)  Manodharma Sangeetha (Alapana, Neraval and Kalpanaswaras) 

e)   Dasavidha Gamakas and Shodasangas of Talas 
 

2.   Explanation of the following: 

a) Ragamalika e) Thillana 
b) Padam f) Javali 
c) Dharu g) Ashtapati 
d) Tharangam  

 

3.   Ragalakshanam: 

a) Gowla f) Varaali 

b) Kaanada g) Begada 

c) Charukesi h) Hindolam 

d) Sriraga i) Mohanam 

e) Vagatheeswari  

4.   Life history and contributions of the following artistes: 
 

a)   Muthu Thandavar 

b)  Gopalakrishna Bharathi 

c)   Arunachala Kavirayar 
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Practicals 
VOCAL                    INSTRUMENTAL 

1.   Aathithaala Varnam (2 Kalams)                                     2                                     2 

2.   Adathaala Varnam (2 Kalams)                                       2                                     2 

3.   Patha Varnam                                                                   1                                     1 

4.   Raagamalaiga Keerthanam                                            1                                     1 

5.   Patham                                                                               2                                     2 

6.   Jaavali                                                                                 1                                     1 

7.   Thillana                                                                              2                                     1 

8.   Pancharathna Krithi (Nattai, Gowlai)                            2                                     2 

 
9.   Sing or Play ALL the Ragams listed below in Keerthanas 

 

Bhairavi, Charukesi, Surutti, Ranjani, Bhekada, Amruthavarshini, Vasanthabhairavi, Gowri 

Manohari, Thodi, Harikambothi, Nattakurungee, Bhehaak, Bilahari, Attana, Thanyasi, Keeravani, 

Karaharapriya 

(Any 5 Keerthanas should be in Chowkka Kaalam) 

(Any 10 Keerthanas should be sung or played Raagam and Kalpana Swaram) 

 

 

Sub Practical 
 

1.   Adi Tala Varnam (1) 
2.   Ada Tala Varnam (1) 
3.   Keerthanas (5) 
4.   Thevaram (1) 
5.   Thriupugazh (1) 
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  Level 7 

 

Theory (Written Exam) 
 

1.   Musical forms in the life of the Tamil people (From Thalattu to Oppari) 

2.   Short Notes: 
Panniru Thirumurai, Alwar Pasurams, Thiruppavai, Thiruvempavai 

3.   Bhagavathamelam 
4.   Comparison of Carnatic Music and Hindustani Music 
5.   Music Information from Ancient texts 
6.   Ragalakshanam: 

a) Kambothi e) Saveri 
b) Chakravaham f) Nayaki 
c) Husseni g) Saurashtram 
d) Neelambari  

7.   Life history of: 

a)   Appar                                   d) Thirugnanasambhandar 
b)  Sundarar                              e) Manickavasagar 
c)   Thanjai Nalvar 

 

 
Practical 

 
 

VOCAL                   INSTRUMENTAL

1.   Pancharathnam (Aarabi, Sriragam)                              2                                     2 
2.   Aathithaala Varnam (3 Kalams)                                     2                                     2 
3.   2 Kalai Pallavi or 4 Kalai Pallavi                                      1                                     1 

(Ragam Thanam Pallavis should be sung or played 
by Thrikalam, Thisram, Neraval and Kalpanaswaram) 

4.   Concert for One hour 
 

Sub Practical 
1.   Adathaala Varnam (1)                           3. Ragamaliga Varnam (1) 
2.   Keerthanams (5)                                    4. Ragamaliga Keerthanams (1) 
 



GLE MUSIC SYLLABUS JAN 2017   P a g e  10 | 16 
 

 
ghlj;jpl;lk; - ,ir 

 
 

 juk; - 1 
   

juk; xd;wpy; khzth;fspd; nray;Kiw kl;Lk; Nrhjpf;fg;gLk;. 

nray;Kiw 

1. ];tuhtsp thpirfs; 
2. [z;il thpirfs; (5) 
3. Nky;];jhap thpirfs; 
4. rg;jjhs myq;fhuq;fs; (vitNaDk; %d;W) 
5. jhl;L thpirfs; (2) 

Nkw;$wpa thpirfs; midj;Jk; %d;W fhyq;fspy ghLjy; / Ntz;Lk;. 

      tha;g;ghl;L    thj;jpak; 

1. rQ;rhhp fPjk;  2   1 
2. Njthuk;  1   1 
3. jpUg;Gfo;  1   1 

 
 
 

    juk; - 2 
 

• juk; ,uz;by; khzth;fs; nray;Kiwapy; kl;LNk Njh;T nra;ag;gLthh;fs;. 
• ,j;juj;jpy; juk; xd;wpy; ,Ue;Jk; Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;fg;gLk;. 

 
n r a y ;K i w  

1. rg;jjhs myq;fhuk; (4) 
2. [z;il thpirfs; (5) 
3. jhl;L thpirfs; (2) 

fPNo fhZk; thpirfs; midj;Jk; %d;W fhyq;fspYk; ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;.  

tha;g;ghl;L  ,irf;fUtp  

4. ];tu[jp       1    1  
5. rQ;rhhp fPjk;      2    2  
6. Mjpjhs th;zk; (jhd tHzk;)    1    1  
7. jkpo; fPHj;jidfs;     3    2  
8. Njthuk;       2    2  
9. jpUg;Gfo;       1    1  
10. ehl;Lg;Gwg; ghly;      1    1  
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   juk; - 3 
 

• ,ay; gFjp vOj;Jj; Njh;thf mikAk;. 
• khzth;fs; Kd;ida juq;fspy; ,Ue;Jk; Nrhjpf;fg;gLthh;fs;. 

,ay; 

1. fPo;f; fhz;gtw;wpw;F tpsf;fk;: 

 m) ehjk; 
 M)  RUjp 
 ,) ];tu ];jhdk; 
 <) MNuh`zk;> mtNuh`zk; 
 c) G+h;thq;fk;> cj;juhq;fk; 
 C) ];jhap - %d;W epiyfs; 

2. jhsj;jpd; nghJthd tpsf;fk;: mf;~uk;> Mth;j;jdk;> 3 fhyq;fs;> rg;j jhsk; 

3. tpsf;fk;: fPjk;> th;zk;> ];tu[jp> [jp];tuk;. 
 
nray;Kiw  

tha;g;ghl;L   ,irf;fUtp  
1. yf;~z fPjk;    1    1     
2. [jp];tuk;    1    1  
3. jhd tHzk;    1    1  
 
fPo;fz;l uhfq;fspy; fPHj;jidfs; ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;  

4. Nkhfdk;> `k;rj;tdp>  4    3  
  MNghfp> Rj;jrhNthp  
5. Njthuk;    2    2  
6. jpUthrfk;    1    1  
7. jpUg;Gfo;    2    1  
8. ghujpaH ghly;fs;   2    1  
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 juk; - 4 
 
 

,ay; (vOj;Jj; Njh;T) 

1. fPo;f; fhz;gtw;wpw;F tpsf;fk; mspf;fTk;. 
 mljhs th;zk;> gjth;zk;> f;Ujp> Njthuk;> jpUg;Gfo; 
2. ];tujhsf; Fwpg;G 

3. jhsk;> vLg;G – tpsf;fk;. 
4. fPo;f; fhz;gtw;wpd; uhfyf;\zk;:  

m) khahkhsgnfsis   c) Nkr fy;ahzp  
M) Njhb     C) fhktHj;jpdp 
,) fu`ug;ghpah    v)  `hpfhk;Nghjp 
<) rq;fuhguzk;  

 

nray;Kiw  
tha;g;ghl;L  ,irf;fUtp  

1. jhd tHzk;     2  1  
2. uhfkhypfh tHzk;     1   1  
3. gjk; (jkpo;)      1   1  
4. Njthuk;       2   2  
5. jpUg;ghit (Mz;lhs;)     1   1  
6. jpt;a g;uge;jk; (Mo;thhfs;)    1   1  
7. jpUg;Gfo;       2   1  
8. fhtbr; rpe;J      1   1  
 

fPo;fz;l ,uhfq;fspy; fPHj;jidfs; ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;  

9. kj;akhtjp> khahkhstnfsis> rf;uthfk;> ge;Jtuhsp> fy;ahzp> rq;fuhguzk;.  

Jizg;ghlk; nray;Kiw  
1. ];tuhtsp thpirfs;  
2. [z;il thpirfs; (5)  
3. Nky;];jhap thpirfs;  
4. myq;fhuk; (3)  
5. fPjk; (1)  
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 juk;; - 5 
 
,ay; (vOj;J ghPl;ir)  

1. tpsf;fk;: NksfHj;jh> fligahjp rq;fpia  
2. ehl;Lg;Gwg; ghly;  
3. fhaf Fz> Njh~k; (ghLgthpd; epiw Fiw)  
4. gz;: Njhw;wKk; tsHr;rpAk;  
5. [df> [d;a uhfq;fs;  
6. ehl;ba ehlfk;> ,ir ehlfk; - xg;gpLf  
7. uhfyf;~zk;:  

m)  igutp    M)  Mugp   ,)  kj;jpakhtjp     
<)   gpy`hp   c)  G+Htfy;ahzp  C)  MNghfp  
v)   rpk;Nke;jpukj;jpakk;  

8. fPNo nfhLf;fg;gl;ltHfspd; tho;f;if tuyhWk; mtHfs; ,irf;F Mw;wpa 
gq;fspg;Gk;:  

m)  jpafauh[H    M)  Kj;JRthkp jPf;~pjH  
,)  rpakh rh];j;jphp   <)   Gue;jujh]H  
c)  mUzfphpehjH  

nray;Kiw  
tha;g;ghl;L   ,irf;fUtp  

1. jhd tHzk; (,uz;L fhyk;)    2    2  
2. mljhs tHzk      1    1  
3. uhfkhypfh tHzk;     1    1  
4. gj tHzk;      1    1  
5. gjk;       1    1  
6. [htsp       1    1  
7. jpy;yhdh       1    1  
8. ghujpahH ghly;      1    1  
9. Cj;Jf;fhL Ntq;flRg;igaH fPHj;jdk;  1    1  
 
fPNo jug;gl;l ,uhfq;fspy; fPHj;jidfs; ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;  

10. G+Htpfy;ahzp> fhdlh> Nutjp   10   8  
rz;Kfg;gphpah> t]e;jh> fkh];>  
r`hdh> rhuq;fh> hPjpnfsis> =uQ;rdp  

(VitNaDk; 5 uhfj;jpw;F uhfk;> fy;gdhRuk; ghl Ntz;Lk;)  

Jizg;ghlk; nray;Kiw  
1. fPjk; (1)   2. ];tu[jp my;yJ [jp];tuk; (1)  
3. tHzk; (1)  4. fPHj;jdk; (2)  
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  juk; -  6 
 
 

,ay; (vOj;J ghPl;ir)  
1. fPo; fhz;gtw;wpw;F tpsf;fk;:  

m) thjp> rk;thjp> mDthjp> tpthjp ];tuq;fSk;> 22 ];UjpfSk;  
M) Rj;j> rhayf> khHf> Njrp uhfq;fs;  
,) kNdhjHk rq;fPjk; (Myhgid> eputy;> fy;gdh ];tuq;fs;)  
<) jrtpj fkfk;> jhsj;jpd; N~hlrhq;fk;  

2. fPo; fhz;gtw;wpw;F tpsf;fk;:  

m) ,uhfkhypfh   M) jpy;yhdh  
,)  gjk;    <)  [htsp  
c)  jU    C)  m~;lgjp  
v)  juq;fk;  

3. ,uhfyf;~zk;:  

m)   nfsis   M)  tuhsp  
,)   fhdhlh   <)  Ngflh  
c)   rhUNfrp   C) `pe;Njhsk;  
v)   =uhfk;   V)  Nkhfdk;  

4. fPo;fz;ltHfspd; tho;f;if tuyhWk; mtHfs; ,irf;F Mw;wpa gq;fspg;Gk;:  

m) Kj;Jjhz;ltH  
M) NfhghyfpU\;z ghujp  
,) mUzhr;ry ftpuhaH  

nray;Kiw  
tha;g;ghl;L  ,irf;fUtp  

1. Mjpjhs tHzk; (,uz;L fhyk;)   2   2  
2. mljhs tHzk; (,uz;L fhyk;)   2   2  
3. gj tHzk;      1   1  
4. uhfkhypfh fPHj;jdk;     1   1  
5. gjk;       1   1  
6. [htsp       1   1  
7. jpy;yhdh       2   1  
8. gQ;ruj;d f;Ujp (ehl;il> nfsis)   2   2  
 
fPo;fz;l uhfq;fspy; fPHj;jidfs; ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;  

9. igutp> rhUNfrp> RUl;b> uQ;rdp> Ngflh> mk;UjtH\pdp> t]e;jigutp> nfshp kNdhfhp> 
Njhb> `hpfhk;Nghjp> ehl;lFwpQ;rp> ng`hf;> gpy`hp> mlhdh> jd;ah]p> fPuthzp> 
fu`ug;gphpah  

(5 fPHj;jidfs; nrsf;f fhyj;jpy;)  

(10 fPHj;jidfSf;F uhfk;> fy;gdh Ruk; ghl Ntz;Lk;)  
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Jizg;ghlk; nray;Kiw  
1. Mjpjhs tHzk; (1)  

2. mljhs tHzk; (1)  

3. fPHj;jid (5)  

4. Njthuk; (1)  

5. jpUg;Gfo; (1)  
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juk; 7  

 
 
 
,ay; (vOj;J ghPl;ir)  

1. jkpoHfspd; tho;f;ifapy; ,ir tbtq;fs; (jhyhl;L Kjy; xg;ghhp tiu)  
2. gd;dpU jpUKiw> Mo;thH ghRuk;> jpUg;ghit> jpUntk;ghit  

3. ghftjNksk;  

4. fHehlf rq;fPjk;> `pe;J];jhdp ,ir – xg;gpLf  

5. goq;fhy E}y;fspy; ,irr; nra;jpfs;  

6. ,uhfyf~zk;:  

m)  fhk;Nghjp   M) rhNthp  
,)  rf;uthfk;   <)  ehafp  
c)  cNrdp   C) nrsuh~;l;uk;  
v)  ePyhk;ghp  

7. fPo;fz;ltHfspd; thof;if tuyhW:  

m) mg;gH>   M) jpUQhdrk;ge;jH  
,) Re;juH   <)  khzpf;fthrfH  
c) jQ;ir ehy;tH  

nray;Kiw  
tha;g;ghl;L   ,irf;fUtp  

1. gQ;ruj;d fPHj;jid (Mugp> =uhfk;)    2     2  

2. Mjpjhs tHzk; (%d;W fhyk;)    2     2  

3. 2 fis gy;ytp my;yJ 4 fis gy;ytp   1     1  
 

(,uhfk; jhdk; gy;ytp> jphpfhyk;> jp]uk;>  
eputy;> fy;gdRuj;Jld; mika Ntz;Lk;)  

4. xU kzp Neuj;jpw;F fr;Nrhp ghLjy; / thrpj;jy; Ntz;Lk;  

Jizg;ghlk; nray;Kiw  
1. mljhs tHzk; (1)  
2. ,uhfkhypfh tHzk; (1)  
3. fPHj;jdk; (5)  
4. ,uhfkhypfh fPHj;jdk; (1)  

 
 
 
 
 


